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Council  Offices 


Rainfoud. 

Aii"iisf,  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rainford  Urban  District 
Council. 

Sirs, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  49th  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Rainford,  being  the  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1939. 

d’he  report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
1961  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  16th  February,  1940.  A 
further  circular,  number  2067,  dated  19th  July,  1940,  states  that  in 
view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in  the  public  health  depart¬ 
ment  of  local  authorities  and  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use 
of  paper  Annual  Reports  should  he  curtailed. 

Accordingly  certain  particulars  usually  embodied  in  the  report 
have  been  omitted,  including  those  relating  to  vital  statistics. 

As  a  result  of  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  considerable 
extra  work  has  fallen  to  the  Health  Department,  and  though  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  Service,  with 
the  limited  staff  available  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  as 
much  routine  visiting  as  is  desirable. 

Eleven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
has  proved  popular.  A  very  high  proportion  of  Rainford  children 
are  now  protected  against  diphtheria  and  the  facilities  provided  by 
the  Council  are  much  appreciated  by  the  parents. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  my  fellow  officials  and  members 
of  the  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  G.4WNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  . 

Estimated  Population,  mid-year  1938 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to 


5,877 

3,680 


Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  a  penny  rate 


1,063 

^14,966 

m  7  2 


1.— PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Rainford  is  situated  North  of  the  County  Borough  of  St.  Helens 
ihe  minimum  distance  between  the  district  and  the  borough 
boundary  being  about  700  yards.  The  Rural  District  of  Whiston 
lies  on  the  Southern  and  Western  boundaries,  on  the  East  are  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Upholland  and  Billinge,  and  on  the  North  is  the 
Rural  District  of  West  Lancashire.  The  maximum  distance  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  boundaries  of  the  district  and  also 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  boundaries  is  about  4  miles.  The 
height  of  the  district  above  Ordnance  Datum  varies  from  95 — 300 
feet. 

The  geological  formation,  generally,  consists  of  black  loamy  soil, 
with  a  sandy  subsoil  of  considerable  depth.  In  ihe  East  and  West 
there  are  two  large  areas  of  peat  under  which  lie  coal  measures. 

'I'he  Urban  District  comprises  a  principal  centre  known  as 
“  The  Village,”  which  extends  along  the  main  road  from  St.  Helens 
to  Ormskirk  for  about  one  mile,  whilst  there  are  further  groups  of 
houses  at  Rainford  Junction  at  Crank,  and  a  more  recently  developed 
nucleus  nearer  St.  Helens,  between  Hill  Top  and  the  boundary. 

I'he  District  is  rural  in  character,  and  agriculture  is  the  chief 
industry.  'I'here  are,  however,  other  important  industries  which 
provide  employment.  Of  these,  the  chief  are  Pottery  Making, 
Building,  Mining,  Sand-Washing,  'Par  works.  Peat  litter  preparation 
and  Poultry  harming. 

IL— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I'or  the  duration  of  the  war  particulars  of  vital  statistics  will  not 
be  included  in  the  .Annual  Report. 
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III.-GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Ktforts  to  secure  wider  use  of  the  Health  Services  included  the 
distribution  in  March  of  circulars  giving  fidl  details  of  services  avail¬ 
able  for  Rainford. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  Racteriological 
Department  of  the  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  fever  hospitals  men¬ 
tioned  below  for  the  provision  of  an  anrbulance  to  remove  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease.  These  arrangements  work 
satisfactorilv.  Through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  and  the  Misses 
Pilkington  an  excellent  ambulance  is  now  possessed  by  the  Local 
Authoritv.  This  is  primarily  intended  for  A.R.P.  work,  but  is 
available  also  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  to  Hospital. 

Nursing. 

The  district  is  served  by  two  members  of  the  District  Nursing 
Association. 

Hospitals. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ormskirk  Urban 
District  Council  whereby  cases  of  infectious  disease  may  be  treated 
at  the  Ormskirk  Isolation  Hospital  at  a  cost  of  9  -  per  day  per  case, 
including  ambulance  one  way. 

In  the  case  of  Smallpox  a  retaining  fee  of  ,(^10  per  annum  is  paid 
to  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  whose  Health  Committee  has  agreed 
to  take  into  its  Isolation  Hospital  at  Fazakerley  all  cases  of  Smallpox 
at  the  rate  of  15/-  per  day  per  patient,  together  with  the  cost  of 
conveyance  by  the  City’s  ambulance. 

For  (ieneral  Hospital  Accommodation  cases  may  go  to  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Whiston, 
where  arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  Ante-Natal  cases,  and 
for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases. 

A’oluntary  hospitals  are  available  in  St.  Helens  and  in  Liverpool. 

Much  use  is  made  of  the  \  arious  hospital  facilities. 

The  Child  Welfare  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council, 
and  a  Welfare  Centre  has  been  established  at  the  Council  Offices, 
sessions  being  held  every  'Tuesday  morning.  Advice  regarding 
feeding  and  the  general  health  of  infants  and  toddlers  is  given  by  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  assisted  by  the  County  Council  Health  \'isitor 
and  School  Nurse.  Free  milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Malt  and  Oil  are 
allowed  to  necessitous  cases. 

The  Midwives  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
There  are  two  midwives  resident  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area. 

Institutional  provision  for  mothers  or  children  has  been  arranged 
by  the  County  Council  at  the  Whiston  Public  Assistance  Hospital. 

A  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  she 
is  also  School  Nurse,  an  arrangement  which  works  very  well  in  this 
area. 


Arrangements  for  Child  Life  Protection  are  made  by  the  County 
Council. 

'fhe  County  Council  have  established  an  Orthopaedic  Centre 
at  Ormskirk  which  serves  the  Rainford  area.  Sessions  are  held 
weekly  and  a  surgeon  attends  monthly  for  consultation. 


IV.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. 

Water  for  the  Rainford  District  is  obtained  from  the  St.  Helens 
Corporation  under  a  25  years’  agreement  dated  July,  1934,  and  the 
supply  is  satisfactory. 

'The  water  originates  from  deep  wells  and  possesses  considerable 
temporary  hardness. 

Full  details  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  water  within  the 
Rainford  District  are  given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937. 

All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the  mains  with 
the  exception  of  seven  supplied  by  wells  and  one  from  a  spring. 
Five  of  the  latter  houses  can  be  supplied  from  the  mains  should  the 
private  supply  prove  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Samples  of  water  from  two  of  the  wells  were  taken  for  chemical 
examination  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  proximity  of  the  wells  to  cultivated  land  and  other  sources 
of  pollution  render  their  regular  inspection  necessarv. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewerage  systems  exist  for  the  village  area  and  the  St.  Helens 
Road  area.  The  sewage  from  the  former  discharges  at  the  Rookery 
works  and  from  the  latter  at  the  Rerrington’s  Lane  works. 

Roth  sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  work  efficiently  and  the 
effluents  arc  of  a  good  quality. 

An  account  of  these  sewerage  systems  will  be  found  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1937. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

Rainford  Rrook  and  Randle  Rrook  with  their  tributaries  flow 
through  the  district.  The  pollution  of  the  Avenue  Rrook  by  tar 
has  been  a  troublesome  feature,  and  it  became  necessary  during  the 
year  to  make  representations  to  the  works  responsible  on  this  account. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  urge  the  need  for  the  abolition  of  privy 
middens.  Within  the  sewered  areas  there  remain  89  houses  served 
by  privy  closets.  This  antiquated  and  unhygienic  system  should 
not  be  tolerated.  During  the  year  9  conversions  to  water  closets 
were  carried  out. 

Not  only  is  the  conversion  of  privy  middens  beneficial  from  the 
physical  health  point  of  view,  but  it  has  also  a  very  evident  effect 
upon  the  mental  outlook  of  the  tenants  who  commence  to  take  an 
interest  and  pride  in  their  back  gardens  and  in  keeping  the  premises 
neat  and  clean.  They  tend  to  become  health-minded. 

Outside  the  sewered  areas  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided 
with  privy  middens  save  in  recently  built  houses,  where  water  closets 
and  septic  tanks  have  been  installed.  At  Crank  a  water  conveyance 
system  is  not  practicable  for  the  older  property,  but  ten  of  the  privies 
were  converted  to  pail  closets  during  the  year,  a  step  which  has 
proved  a  boon  to  the  householders,  for  most  of  the  middens  were 
uncovered  and  leaking,  with  the  result  that  fouling  of  the  yard  surfaces 
was  a  common  occurrence. 

'The  42  houses  comprising  Harding’s  Row  are  served  by  two 
covered  tanks,  the  overflow  from  which  is  conveyed  by  a  pipe  to  a 
tributary  of  the  Randle  Rrook. 
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TO 
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Public  Cleansing. 

'I’he  importance  of  a  system  of  public  cleansing  is  recognised. 
The  Council  have  arranged  by  contract  with  a  farmer  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse  for  the  whole  district.  Both  horse  and  cart 
and  motor  lorry  are  used. 

d'here  are  570  moveable  ashbins  and  444  privy  middens  in 
use  in  the  district.  The  ashbins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  privies 
once  a  month. 

Part  of  the  bin  refuse  is  being  used  by  the  Council  on  the 
Recreation  Ground,  where  controlled  tipping  is  in  operation. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  disadvantages  of  the 
privy  midden.  The  removal  of  refuse  from  this  type  of  receptacle 
leads  to  soiling  of  yard  surfaces.  In  many  cases  wheeling  of  the 
refuse  in  barrows  through  narrow  passages  to  the  road  is  necessary 
and  most  unsatisfactory. 

'Fhere  are  few  cesspools  in  the  district  and  they  are  situated 
in  outlying  sparsely  populated  parts.  Emptying  is  done  under 
contract  by  the  contractor  who  attends  to  refuse  collection,  and 
the  contents  are  used  for  manure.  A  special  tumbler  cart  is  not 
employed. 

'I’he  following  table  shows  the  closet  and  refuse  accommodation 
at  the  end  of  1939  : — ■ 

CLOSET  AND  REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION, 
DECEMBER  31st,  1939. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  District  :  1,063. 

No.  of  Houses  with  : — 


Privy 

W.C.s  Privies  Pails  Bins  Ashpits  Middens 


Within  Out  of  Within  Out  of  Within  Out  of 
Sewered  Sewered  Sewered  Sewered  Sewered  Sewered 
Area  Area  Area  Area  Area  Area 


479  8 1  98  372  I  23 


560 


470 


24  570  10 


444 
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Shops. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934,  is  enforced  by  the  County  Council. 
'The  provisions  of  the  Act,  however,  relating  to  the  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  are  administered 
by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Most  of  the  shops  are  attached  to  a  dwelling-house,  there  being 
few  lock-up  shops.  'The  requirements  with  regard  to  ventilation 
are  generally  satisfactory,  but  to  maintain  a  regular  temperature  in 
a  shop  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house  is  a  difficult  problem. 

With  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences,  in  most  cases  the  con¬ 
venience  in  the  house  is  used  by  the  shop  workers  who  are  usually 
members  of  the  family,  'fhe  Shops  Act  recjuires  that  there  shall  be 
provided  and  maintained  in  the  shop  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or  about  the  shop. 
'I'he  Sanitary  Authority,  however,  is  authorised  to  grant  a  certificate 
of  exemption  where  it  is  considered  that  sufficient  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  are  conveniently  available. 

Camping  Sites. 

'I'here  are  no  sites  in  the  district  used  for  camping. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

'Fhere  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  open  to  the  public  within  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  the  infestation 
of  houses  with  bed  bugs  within  the  district. 

When  tenants  are  removed  into  new  Council  houses  due  measures 
are  taken  for  the  detection  of  bed  bugs. 

V.— SCHOOLS. 

'I’he  school  children  in  the  Rainford  Urban  District  are  inspected 
by  the  School  Medical  Department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
'I'he  fact  that  the  Assistant  County  Aledical  Officer  of  Health 
responsible  for  this  work  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
District  is  effective  from  the  point  of  view  of  public  health  ad¬ 
ministration.  Not  only  is  a  full  knowledge  of  the  people  and  the 
needs  of  the  district  of  great  help  at  the  examination  of  the  children, 
but  prompt  action  can  be  taken  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease. 
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Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Medical  Officer  and  the 
teachers  and  much  use  is  made  of  the  returns  of  sick  children 
forwarded  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer  each  week. 

Exclusion  of  scholars  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Board 
of  Ediication’s  Memorandum. 

'I’he  following  is  a  list  of  schools  in  the  District  : — - 


School.  School  No.  No.  of  children  on  roll. 

Bushey  Lane  .  29/6  112  (33  infants). 

Corpus  Christi  .  29/7  46  (LS  infants). 

Crank  Hill  .  29/8  50  (17  infants). 

Rainford  C.E .  29/9  247  (63  infants). 


During  the  past  year  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  schools. 

Improvements  carried  out  in  the  year  1939  are  as  follows  : — 

Bushey  Lane. 

d'he  washing  accommodation  has  been  augmented  and  a  new 
set  of  wash  bowls  has  been  provided  in  each  of  the  two  cloakrooms. 


The  Sanitary  condition  and  Water  Supply  of  the  schools  in  the 
district  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


SCHOOL ; 

CRANK  HILL 
C.E. 

BUSHEY 

LANE 

RAINFORD 

C.E. 

CORPUS 

CHRISTI 

Lighting . 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Washing 

Accommodation 

In  porches.  4 
fixed  basins, 
taps  over,  1 
sink,  tap  over. 

In  porches.  7 
fixed  basins, 
taps  over  1 
sink. 

10  fixed  basins, 
taps  over,  2 
sinks,  taps 

over,  2  mov¬ 
able  bowls 

with  jug. 

4  basins,  taps 
over. 

Water  Supply . 

Public  Main. 

Public  Main. 

Public  Main. 

Public  Main. 

Cloak  Room  . 

In  porches. 

In  porches. 

Separate. 

In  porches. 

Provision  for 

Drying  Coats  . 

Hot  pipes. 

Hot  pipes. 

Hot  pipes. 

No  heating. 

Closet 

Accommodation 

Trough  closet, 

5  seats. 

10  water  closets. 

Trough  closets, 

8  seats.  1  w.c. 
for  teachers. 

8  w.c.s. 

Feet  from  School  .  . 

60. 

20. 

■Adjoining. 

20. 

Drainage  . 

Septic  tank. 

Septic  tank. 

Sewer. 

Sewer. 
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School  Closure. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  during 
the  year. 

Health  Services  for  Schools. 

A  School  Clinic  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
Council  Offices.  Children  may  attend  here  for  inspection  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  minor  ailments,  eye  and  ear  defects  and  dental  caries. 

'I’he  Clinic  is  open  for  these  purposes  as  follows  : — 

'I’liesday,  2  p.m. — 4  p.m.  : — Dental  Surgeon  attends. 

(Mr.  Linnell). 

Friday,  10  a.m.^ — 12  noon  : — Minor  Ailments. 

Nurse  d'homas. 

Aledical  Officer  attends  alternate 
Fridays. 


School  Feeding. 

d'he  milk  in  schools  scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
continues  in  operation.  Milk  is  the  most  valuable  single  food-stuff 
known  and  hence  its  being  chosen  to  supplement  the  diet  of  school 
children.  'Fhe  milk  is  supplied  to  the  schools  and  consumed  on  the 
premises  at  a  cost  of  ^d.  per  one  third  pint  bottle,  a  child  consuming 
up  to  one  pint  daily.  Certain  children  selected  by  the  use  of  an 
income  test  receive  the  milk  free. 

Samples  of  milk  delivered  to  each  school  are  taken  quarterly  for 
pathological  examination  for  tuberculosis  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Council.  The  samples  taken  in  1939  all  proved  satisfactory. 

VI.— HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  1939  was  1,063.  There  is  little  density  of  housing  since  develop¬ 
ment  has  been  of  the  ribbon  type  and  there  are  no  congested  areas 
in  the  district. 

'I'he  structure  of  the  houses  generally  is  of  brick  and  the  ages 
vary  up  to  200  years.  In  the  older  property  the  bricks  are  porous, 
there  is  an  absence  of  damp-proof  courses  and  the  floors  are  formed 
of  ill-fitting  flags  laid  on  the  soil.  'I'he  result  is  that  dampness  is 
a  common  complaint.  In  some  of  these  houses  the  windows  are 
either  not  constructed  to  open,  or  through  lack  of  repair  have  been 
nailed  up.  Bathroom  accommodation  and  provision  for  the  storage 
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of  food  are,  in  many  instance,  lacking.  During  recent  years  many 
new  houses  have  been  constructed  both  by  private  enterprise  and 
by  the  Council.  Since  1925  no  fewer  than  378  new  dwellings  have 
been  erected,  of  which  172  were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 
'Fhe  result  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  housing  conditions, 
together  with  the  abolition  of  overcrowding.  'Lhere  now  remain 
only  6  back-to-back  houses  in  the  district. 

During  1939  eleven  new  houses  were  completed.  All  of  these 
were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

Kvery  endeavour  is  made  to  carry  out  frequent  inspection  of 
houses  in  the  Lb'ban  District,  but  the  staff  available  is  very  limited. 
During  the  year  83  inspections  were  made  and  notices  were  served 
on  the  owners  in  the  case  of  21  dwelling-houses  requiring  repairs. 

TABI.E  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  BY 
COUNCIL  AND  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  DURING  PAST 

YEARS. 


Houses  built  by  Private  Houses  built  by  Council. 

Enterprise.  - 


1926  1938  196  1913  1938  186 

1939  11  1939  Nil 

I'otal  207  Total  186 


VII.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

On  the  31st  December,  1939,  there  were  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926 

5  persons  as  cow  keepers  and  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

6  persons  as  cowkeepers  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

3  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk. 

There  are  in  the  District  approximately  80  cows  kept  for  dairy 
purposes. 

14  visits  were  paid  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  Conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  though 
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in  some  instances  ventilation  and  lighting  were  insufficient  and  at 
three  farms  separate  dairy  accommodation  was  not  provided. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  milkers  is  a  point  to  which  too 
much  care  cannot  be  given.  Milk  being  a  liighly  nutritious  sub¬ 
stance  is,  by  this  very  virtue,  an  ideal  culture  medium  for  germs,  and 
scrupulous  care  is  necessary  in  all  the  processes  of  milking  and 
distribution  to  prevent  contamination  and  spread  of  disease. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses. — Byelaws  in  respect  of  slaughterhouses 
were  made  in  1934.  'There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
one  licensed  and  one  registered.  Both  are  brick  structures  and  the 
water  supply  is  from  the  public  main.  In  one  case  the  drain  inlet 
is  situated  inside  the  building,  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement.  Both 
premises  are  kept  in  a  generally  satisfactory  condition.  It  is  required 
that  whitewashing  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  be  carried  out  at  least 
four  times  in  every  year. 


Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  year  92  visits  were  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses, 
and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  inspections  done  : — 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding 

and 

Cows)  Cows  Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

185  —  — 

358 

452 

Number  inspected 

181  —  — 

317 

31 

It  was  not  necessary 

to  take  any  action  with 

regard 

to  the 

carcases. 

Since  January,  1940,  both  these  slaughterhouses  have  been 
closed. 


Adulteration,  etc. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  County 
Police.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Widnes 
for  the  following  information  : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  :  2. 

All  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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VIII. -FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901  AND 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  factories  and  workshops 
within  the  district  since  last  year. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  on  account  of  sanitary 
defects  during  1939. 


IX.~PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

28  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  to  the  Department 
under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  added  to  the  list  of  noti¬ 
fiable  disease  on  October  23rd. 

Apart  from  notifications  received  under  this  Act,  information 
of  sickness  in  school  is  obtained  from  the  returns  forwarded  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  each 
week,  and  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools  inform  the  school  nurse 
at  her  routine  visits  to  school  of  those  children  who  are  absent  from 
school  and  suspected  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease.  In  this 
way  valuable  knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is 
acquired,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  take  prompt  measures  to  combat 
the  spread  of  such  sickness. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

15  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  5  of 
these  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

5  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  1939  and  were  removed 
to  hospital.  One  of  these  was  a  young  adult  and  the  remainder 
were  children.  The  type  of  disease  was  particularly  severe  and  two 
children  belonging  to  one  family  died  in  hospital. 

None  of  these  cases  had  been  immunised  against  the  disease. 

A  carrier  of  virulent  diphtheria,  to  whom  reference  was  made 
in  last  year’s  report,  proved  very  difficult  to  treat.  Repeated  efforts 
were  made  to  free  him  from  the  organisms,  including  the  removal 
of  his  tonsils  and  adenoids.  He  continued  to  secrete  virulent 
diphtheria  germs  in  his  nose  for  twelve  months  and  was  finally 
cured  by  the  application  of  ultra  violet  rays  to  the  interior  of  his  nose 


hv  means  of  the  ivromayer  Lamp  apparatus.  .After  twelve  applica¬ 
tions  at  intervals  of  one  week,  negative  swabs  were  obtained,  lie 
has  subsequently  remained  free  from  the  organisms. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  THBERCIT.OSIS) 
DLRINO  THE  YEAR  193b. 


Disease 


total  65  cases 

cases  at  under  and  ad.  to  total 

all  ages  I  yr.  I-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  ovr.  hosp.  de'ths 


Smallpox  .  — 

Scarlet  Fever  15 

Diphtheria  .  5 

Enteric  Fever .  1 

Puerperal  Fever  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — 

Pneumonia .  6 

Erysipelas  .  I 


Totals  .  28  —  — 


-9  1-  2-  --  5  - 

23—1-  —  —  —  5  2 

I  _ 


112  2- 


2  12  1  I  4  2  2  2  II  2 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  free  immunisation  of  children 
in  the  Urban  District  against  diphtheria  was  put  into  operation  in 
November,  1938,  and  the  campaign  is  being  pressed  with  vigour. 
The  response  of  the  parents  has  been  excellent  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  more  than  75%  of  the  school  children  in  Rainford 
have  now  been  immunised,  whilst  a  large  number  of  pre-school 
children  have  also  received  treatment. 

Of  great  help  has  been  the  co-operation  of  the  head  teachers 
of  the  four  schools. 

The  injections  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  assisted  by  the  School  Nurse, 
and  records  are  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer’s  clerk. 

'The  treatment  of  school  children  is  carried  out  at  the  schools. 
Children  of  pre-school  age  are  treated  either  at  the  schools  or  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic. 

Anterior  Schick  testing  has  not  been  undertaken  since  it  is  apt 
to  make  children  apprehensive. 

Alum-precipitated  toxoid  is  the  standard  immunising  agent 
used.  Two  doses  are  given  subcutaneously  into  the  upper  arm, 
an  interval  of  2  3  weeks  intervening  between  the  two.  T'he  first 
injection  amounts  to  0.1  c.c.  and  the  second  0.5  c.c. 
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It  is  most  unusual  for  any  reactions  to  occur  in  children  under 
8  years  of  age.  Over  this  age  slight  local  reactions  have  occasionally 
been  noticed  after  the  first  “  detector”  dose  of  0.1  c.c.  and  in  these 
cases  immunisation  treatment  is  completed  with  Toxoid-Antitoxin 
Floccules.  It  is  exceptional  for  any  reaction  to  occur  after  T.A.F. 

Immunity  is  acquired  after  some  2  to  3  months  after  the  last 
injection. 

Children  do  not  mind  the  injections,  and  in  fact  take  a  keen 
interest  in  them,  particularly  where  the  treatment  is  carried  out  in 
front  of  the  class,  which  is  the  usual  practice. 


PARTICUI.ARS  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

1939. 


All  School  Children. 


Age.  Number  Immunised. 

4  — 

5  13 

6  .  11 

7  11 

8  7 

9  9 

10  .  8 

11  3 

12  3 

13  4 

14  — 

Total  .  69 


Pre-School  Children 


Age.  Number  Immunised. 

1  .  16 

2  .  10 

3  6 

4  7 


Total  .  39 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  received  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  (TB)  Regulations,  1930. 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURINCJ  1939. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

I 

- 

I  - 

I 

_ 

_  _ 

5— 

- 

. 

-  I 

_ 

_  _ 

I 

I 

I 

_ 

_  _ 

25— 

•3C - 

I 

-  ___ 

I 

_ 

_  _ 

45— 

55— 

65  and  upwards 

_ 

_  _ 

I 

- 

.  ___ 

Totals 

3 

I 

I  I 

4 

— 

—  — 

There  were  no  deaths  amongst  non-notified  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  year. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  provision  of  dis¬ 
pensaries,  sanatoria  and  home  visiting  for  Tuberculosis.  The 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  residents  in  the  Rainford  District  is 
in  Hardshaw  Street,  St.  Helens.  Patients  may  be  referred  there 
with  a  note  from  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  very  complete  and  satisfactory. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

RAINFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

1939. 


No.  of  premises  visited  105 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  297 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated  138 

No.  of  notices  served — 

Informal  24 

Statutory  Nil 

Legal  Proceedings .  None 


1 


